
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



FOREIGN AND INSULAR. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA. 

Smallpox in Nanaimo and G-abtiola Island. 

Victoria, November 21, 1900. 
Sir : There are 13 cases of varioloid in Nanaimo ; it is confined to 3 
families ; all are quarantined. Boats and trains leaving Nanaimo are 
inspected and all passengers vaccinated. General vaccination of 
Nanaimo and surrounding districts has been ordered. 

There is 1 case of varioloid on Gabriola Island, which is isolated, and 
49 contacts are quarantined. 
Bespectfully, 

Secretary Provincial Board of Health. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

CHINA. 
Facilities for disinfecting at Hongkong. 

Hongkong, China, October 81, 1900. 

Sir : In further explanation of my cablegram of October 24, 1900, I 
have the honor to report the conditions on my arrival at this station. 
The apparatus for disinfection of baggage consists of 1 steam chamber 
16 feet and 4 inches long, 4 feet and 3 inches wide, and 5 feet and 3 
inches high, inside measurement, owned by the Pacific Mail Steamship 
Company, and was intended for passengers going to the Hawaiian 
Islands. During 1899, the plant was used for the treatment of San 
Francisco's steerage passengers and the crews of vessels going to that 
port. 

Through an arrangement with the Pacific Mail Steamship Company, 
all firms having vessels leaving for any American port send their crews 
and passengers to this plant for treatment. 

The chamber, while in good working order, has no formalin genera- 
tor and is about one-twentieth the capacity of those in use at Angel 
Island, which makes the work slow and, at times, inadequate. A great 
many articles that would be injured by steam are treated with bichlo- 
ride solution. In Chinese baggage there yet remain many articles that 
can not be treated with the present method employed. The facilities 
for giving baths are ample. 

The Pacific Mail Steamship Company was at once advised that an air- 
tight room for the use of sulphur would greatly improve and hasten the 
work and as a result a room 20 by 10 by 8 feet is almost completed for 
the treatment of articles injured by steam or solutions. A number of 
other firms, because of the frequent delays and expense attached to the 
present arrangement, expressed a willingness to equip an independent 
plant. 

They were advised that a floating station was better adapted to the 
work at this port, and a barge is being fitted up with steam cham- 
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ber, sulphur room, and bath tubs, to be ready for use about Novem- 
ber 10. Several steamers trading with this port, the steamer Coptie 
being among the number, have had plague develop after being away 
several weeks from any infected port. The infection on one occasion 
at least was traced to rats, resident in the steamer, receiving their infec- 
tion from cargo. In this case the dead rats, almost mummified, were 
found in the quarters of the European crew, where the first case devel- 
oped in the person of a white officer. In view of this, it has seemed a 
good precaution to disinfect from time to time the holds of steamers 
that lie at docks in United States ports. Over 150 rats were found in 
the steamer Nippon Maru after being treated under my supervision 
October 27, 1900. 

While the facilities for the disinfection of baggage have been inade- 
quate for the large amount to be treated, it is hoped the barge and added 
improvement at the Pacific Mail station will meet the requirements. 
The work, however, is so divided, the number of steamers leaving is so 
large, and the cargoes need so much supervision that it seemed that 
assistance was immediately necessary and that the Bureau should know 
the condition at once. 

Eespectfully, John W. Kerb, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

CUBA. 

Reports from Cienfuegos, Oasilda, and Santa Vruz del Sur. 

Cienfuegos, Cuba, December 8, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to report that during the week ended Decem- 
ber 1, 1900, 17 deaths have occurred in this city from the following : 
Tetanus infantile, 1 ; tuberculosis, 4 ; empyema, 1 ; bronchitis capillary, 
1 ; aortic insufficiency, 2 ; malarial fever, 3 ; pneumonia broncho, 1 ; heart 
disease, 2 ; enteritis, 1 ; angina pectoris, 1. 

Four of these deaths occurred in the civil hospital. Death rate 22.16. 
Health of port good ; weather continues excellent. 

Fourteen vessels entered this port and 14 vessels were issued bills of 
health. Twelve alien steerage passengers arrived from Spain on steam- 
ship Berenguer el Grande November 27 ; were inspected and allowed to 
land. Two hundred and twenty-nine members of crew inspected and 
171 passengers. Twenty-one health certificates issued. 

Twenty pieces of baggage, arriving on Menendez steamer from Bata- 
bano and destined for Santiago, were labeled "to be disinfected." 
Seventy-four pieces of baggage inspected and passed. Fourteen pieces 
of baggage disinfected. 

Casilda. — Dr. Alejandro Cantero reports 2 deaths in the city of Trini- 
dad during the week ; no contagious diseases reported. 

Santa Cruz del Sur. — Dr. Juan R. Xiques reports no deaths during 
the week ; no contagious diseases ; health of port good. Inspected 9 
vessels. 

Respectfully, F. E. Trotter, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. 8. 

The Surgeon-General, 

TJ. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 



